


Editorial: 
Carrying Peace Forward: From GPLT 2025 into 2026

As 2025 comes to a close and 2026 begins, 
Global Peace Let’s Talk (GPLT) stands on 
a journey shaped by dialogue, courage, 
and shared responsibility. The past year 
reminded us that peace is not declared, it 
is built patiently through understanding, 
inclusion, and collective action.

Throughout 2025, GPLT created spaces where communities, young 
people, women, and leaders engaged openly on issues that affect their 
daily lives. These conversations were not about winning arguments, 
but about restoring trust, healing divisions, and affirming our common 
humanity. From local dialogues to broader peace forums, GPLT 2025 
demonstrated that sustainable peace begins when people are willing 
to listen as much as they speak.

As we move into 2026, the work continues, not as a fresh start, but as a 
continuation of the foundations laid in 2025 and the previous years. GPLT 
2026 looks ahead with a clear vision: deeper community ownership of 
peace processes, stronger inclusion of marginalised voices, and more 
intentional efforts to prevent conflict before it escalates. The focus shifts 
from initiating conversations to turning dialogue into lasting change.

The year ahead calls for renewed commitment. Peacebuilding in 2026 
must be proactive, inclusive, and grounded in everyday realities. GPLT 
will continue to strengthen dialogue across differences, promote 
human values, enhance non-violent engagements, and encourage civic 
responsibility as essential pillars of peaceful societies.

Rosaline Obah
Executive Public Relations
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Editorial: 
Carrying Peace Forward: From GPLT 2025 into 2026

. The lessons of 2025 guide us: peace thrives where dignity is respected 
and participation is shared.

As we blend the achievements of 2025 with the aspirations of 2026, we 
extend our sincere wishes to all partners, peace advocates, community 
members, and readers of Symphony Magazine and the Global Peace 
Let’s Talk. May 2026 be a Happy, Peaceful, and Prosperous New Year, 
one marked by understanding over division, cooperation over conflict, 
and hope over fear.

Because peace is not confined to a year or a program, it is a continuous 
commitment, carried forward by people who believe that dialogue can 
shape a better world.
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Dr/ Nikki De Pina 
The Founder and CEO of Global Peace Let›s Talk 

Honoring Exceptional Leadership 
Recently, Dr. de Pina received a 
prestigious award for her outstanding 
leadership and contributions to peace 
advocacy and community development. 
This recognition is a testament to 
her dedication and the impact of her 
work. In her acceptance remarks, Dr. 
de Pina dedicated the award to all 
GPLT members, emphasizing that the 
recognition is a result of collective 
efforts.

Global Peace Let›s Talk (GPLT) is a dynamic organization dedicated 
to promoting peace, dialogue, and development worldwide. Through 
its initiatives, GPLT brings people together, fostering a culture of 
understanding and cooperation.

Dr. Nikki de Pina, Founder and CEO of GPLT, is a renowned peace 
advocate and leader. Her tireless efforts have empowered communities 
and individuals to work toward a more peaceful and harmonious world. 
Dr. de Pina›s vision for a world where peace is a reality for all has 
inspired countless people globally.

Prestigious Award for GPLT: 
Dr. Nikki de Pina Honored for Peace Advocacy

By Nuzhat Mustafa
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Prestigious Award for GPLT: 
Dr. Nikki de Pina Honored for Peace Advocacy

A Commitment to Global Impact 
GPLT›s work is built on the belief that 
peace is a fundamental human right. 
The organization›s initiatives focus on 
promoting dialogue, understanding, and 
cooperation.

 Dr. de Pina›s leadership has been instrumental in driving this 
mission forward, and her award is a celebration of the organization›s 
achievements.

Inspiring Collective Action 
The GPLT award ceremony was a powerful reminder of the importance 
of unity and collective action. As Dr. de Pina said, «Together, we 
are building bridges across nations and creating platforms for 
positive change.» The event was a celebration of the organization›s 
achievements and a call to action for continued commitment to the 
cause.

In a grand celebration of excellence
Dr. Nikki de Pina, Founder and CEO of Global Peace Let›s Talk, was 
bestowed with a prestigious award for her outstanding leadership 
and contributions to peace advocacy and community development. 
The award ceremony celebrated the organization›s achievements 
and emphasized the importance of unity and collective action in 
promoting peace and development worldwide.
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On September 21, World Peace Day,
we gather to affirm a truth that humanity has repeated for generations:	
“Peace is the greatest weapon for development that any person can have.” 
These were the words of Nelson Mandela, and they remain profoundly true 
today. 

I am here with you to say ENOUGH
Enough to abuse, enough to massacres, enough to the normalization of 
human suffering, whether in Sudan, in Gaza, in theDemocratic Republic of 
Congo, or anywhere people live under the threat of violence.

Sudan: a Humanitarian Crisis we Cannot Ignore 
While the world looks elsewhere, Sudan is collapsing under one of the worst 
humanitarian disasters of our century. Millions displaced, cities burned, women 
subjected to systematic violence, children starving. As Johan Galtung, the father 
of peace studies, reminds us:  “The opposite of peace is not war; it is suffering.” 
And Sudan is suffering beyond measure.

The Universal Impact of War 
 Across all conflict zones, from Gaza to DRC, the consequences for people are 
tragically the same:

PEACE: the Greatest Weapon

Dr. Arch. Franca Colozzo
Culture & Sustainability
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•	 families destroye	
.         children denied education
•	 health systems collapsing
•	 communities pushed into hunger
•	 human rights systematically violated

This reflects the principle expressed in the “Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights”

•“Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person.”  In times of war, 
these basic rights disappear first.

The Power of People  
Mahatma Gandhi  famously said:  “Nonviolence is the 
greatest force at the disposal of mankind.” Today, 
more than ever, nonviolence is not just an ideal, it 
is a necessity. Peace is not built through silence but 
through justice.

As Martin Luther King Jr. taught us
“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.”
And injustice today is tearing apart entire regions of 
our world.

 
Nonviolence as a Global Path 
We have recently witnessed massive demonstrations in Italy and across the 
world: millions taking to the streets to condemn the destruction of civilian lives. 
This is a reminder that when governments hesitate,  civil society steps forward .

Eleanor Roosevelt, the architect of the UDHR, asked a simple question:  “Where 
do human rights begin?”  She answered:  “In small places, close to home.” And 
today, here, both in person and online, is one of those places.   
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Justice for the Voiceless:
Confronting Impunity Against Journalists

Every year on 2 November, the world marks the International Day 
to End Impunity for Crimes Against Journalists,  a day to spotlight 
the lethal risks that journalists face simply for doing their jobs, and 
the staggering number of cases in which perpetrators walk free. 
According to data from UNESCO, since 2006 roughly 85 % of journalist 
killings remain unresolved.  This culture of unchecked violence 
not only silences individuals but undermines the foundations of 
democracy, credibility in public discourse, and the public’s right to 
know.

Journalists expose wrongdoing, give voice to the marginalised, and 
serve as guardians of truth and accountability. Yet they often do so 
at great personal cost. In conflict zones, authoritarian states, and 
even democratic societies under strain, threats, abductions, torture 
and murders have become grim hazards of the profession. Between 
2022 and 2023, UNESCO recorded a journalist being killed every four 
days.  The failure to investigate and prosecute these crimes sends a 
toxic message: reporting truth is dangerous, and those who facilitate 
it may go unprotected.

Globally, more than 1,700 journalists have been killed between 2006 
and 2024 according to UNESCO’s monitoring.  The impunity rate 
remains deeply entrenched  with figures still hovering around eight 
or nine out of every ten cases going unresolved.  In addition to killings, 
journalists face rising threats of harassment, online abuse and 
arbitrary detention. The consequence: self‑censorship, weakened 
investigative journalism, and an impoverished public sphere.

By Rosaline Obah
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Every year on 2 November, the world marks the International Day 
to End Impunity for Crimes Against Journalists,  a day to spotlight 
the lethal risks that journalists face simply for doing their jobs, and 
the staggering number of cases in which perpetrators walk free. 
According to data from UNESCO, since 2006 roughly 85 % of journalist 
killings remain unresolved.  This culture of unchecked violence 
not only silences individuals but undermines the foundations of 
democracy, credibility in public discourse, and the public’s right to 
know.

Journalists expose wrongdoing, give voice to the marginalised, and 
serve as guardians of truth and accountability. Yet they often do so 
at great personal cost. In conflict zones, authoritarian states, and 
even democratic societies under strain, threats, abductions, torture 
and murders have become grim hazards of the profession. Between 
2022 and 2023, UNESCO recorded a journalist being killed every four 
days.  The failure to investigate and prosecute these crimes sends a 
toxic message: reporting truth is dangerous, and those who facilitate 
it may go unprotected.

In recent years according to UNESCO, female journalists have been 
increasingly targeted: in the 2023–2022 period the number of women 
journalists killed reached levels unseen since 2017.  Meanwhile, 
almost half of recent journalist deaths occurred in countries 
embroiled in armed conflict,  a reminder that war zones remain 
among the most dangerous places to report. 
articles.unesco.org

Spotlight on Cameroon
The risks in Africa are acute, and the case of Cameroon is particularly 
troubling. Here, journalists have been killed, detained and subjected 
to deadly violence, often with little sign of accountability.
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. In February 2023, UNESCO called 
for an investigation into the killing of 
broadcaster Jean‑Jacques Ola Bébé, 
whose body was found after being shot 
by unidentified assailants. 

 Earlier that same year, the prominent 
radio host Martinez Zogo,  known for 
his investigative exposés was abducted 
and found dead, in a case that gripped 
international media rights organisations. 
Another case,  broadcast journalist 
Samuel Wazizi died in detention in 2019 
after being held by military authorities, 
and the circumstances of his death 
remain shrouded in controversy. 

In February 2023, UNESCO called for an investigation into the killing 
of broadcaster Jean‑Jacques Ola Bébé, whose body was found after 
being shot by unidentified assailants. 

Earlier that same year, the prominent radio host Martinez Zogo,  
known for his investigative exposés was abducted and found dead, in 
a case that gripped international media rights organisations. Another 
case,  broadcast journalist Samuel Wazizi died in detention in 2019 
after being held by military authorities, and the circumstances of his 
death remain shrouded in controversy. 

These cases highlight systemic problems: journalists working in 
Cameroon face extreme risk; the investigations are lax; and the 
message is clear to journalists and would‑be reporters alike: your life 
is vulnerable, your killers may remain free. Freedom of expression in 
such an environment cannot flourish.

Justice for the Voiceless: 
Confronting Impunity Against Journalists
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Why Impunity Matters
Impunity for crimes against journalists is not 
only  a legal technicality, but equally a signal 
to the entire society. When attackers are not 
held accountable, the threat to journalism 
multiplies: others are intimidated or attack 
themselves into silence; corruption, crimes 
and human rights abuses hide behind that 
silence. As UNESCO notes: “Impunity leads 
to more killings and is often a symptom of 
worsening conflict and the breakdown of 
law and judicial systems.” 

Journalism thrives in safety. Accountability 
encourages it. Conversely, unresolved 
murders and assaults breed fear, 
self‑censorship, narrowing of public debate 
and weakening of democracy.

Ending impunity for crimes against journalists requires concrete 
action on multiple fronts. States must strengthen the legal 
frameworks that categorise attacks on journalists as serious 
crimes, ensuring prompt, independent, and thorough investigations. 
Judicial systems need resources, independence and capacity to 
hold perpetrators, both the direct attackers and those who may 
have ordered or facilitated the crimes. 

Civil society and media unions must remain vigilant, documenting 
attacks, supporting victims’ families and keeping pressure on 
governments. International bodies such as UNESCO and the 
Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) play crucial roles in gathering 
data, advocacy, and naming non‑compliance.

Justice for the Voiceless:
Confronting Impunity Against Journalists



In February 2023, UNESCO called for an investigation into the killing 
of broadcaster Jean‑Jacques Ola Bébé, whose body was found after 
being shot by unidentified assailants. 

 Earlier that same year, the prominent radio host Martinez Zogo,  
known for his investigative exposés was abducted and found dead, 
in a case that gripped international media rights organisations. 
Another case,  broadcast journalist Samuel Wazizi died in detention 
in 2019 after being held by military authorities, and the circumstances 
of his death remain shrouded in controversy. 

These cases highlight systemic problems: journalists working in 
Cameroon face extreme risk; the investigations are lax; and the 
message is clear to journalists and would‑be reporters alike: 
your life is vulnerable, your killers may remain free. Freedom of 
expression in such an environment cannot flourish.

For countries like Cameroon, international scrutiny must translate 
into domestic reforms and transparent, timely justice. The families of 
Jean‑Jacques Ola Bébé, Martinez Zogo and Samuel Wazizi demand 
more than memorials, they demand accountability, transparency 
and systemic change.

As we mark the International Day to End Impunity this week 
and month, the message is urgent and clear: journalists are not 
expendable; they are essential. To protect them is to protect the 
right to truth, access to information and democratic life itself. If 
we allow murderers of journalists to go unpunished, we condone 
the silencing of voices that demand accountability. Justice for the 
voiceless means justice for truth.
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In a remarkable endeavor to bridge the cultural and historical divide 
between two of the most enchanting regions in the world, Gowher 
Pirzada and Dr. Shamenaz have co-edited a compelling book titled 
«Kashmir and Uzbekistan: Cultural, Historical & Other Similarities». 
This anthology of essays is a collection of scholarly       works by Indian, 
Uzbek, and Kazakh scholars, journalists, and artists that sheds light 
on the multifaceted connections between Kashmir and Uzbekistan.

The book, launched at the School of 
Languages, Jawaharlal Nehru University, is 
a testament to the rich cultural and historical 
ties that bind these two regions. With a 
foreword by Prof. Akhlaq Ahmad, the book 
comprises ten articles that explore various 
themes, including cultural similarities, 
historical connections, Sufi traditions, and 
artistic expressions.

The editors, Gowher Pirzada and Dr. Shamenaz, set the tone for the 
book with their article «Kashmir and Uzbekistan: Cultural, Historical 
and Other Similarities», which provides an insightful overview of the 
shared heritage between the two regions. The subsequent articles 
delve deeper into specific aspects of this relationship, such as the 
historical Silk Road connections (Asror Allayarov), the harmonies in 
motion between Kashmiri and Uzbek dance arts; 

Unveiling the Shared Heritage, A Review of «Kashmir and 
Uzbekistan: Cultural, Historical & Other Similarities»

Dr. SHamenaz Bano 
Executive Gender Studies India 

By Nuzhat Mustafa



(Hulkar Khamraeva), and the threads of rhythms that bind Kashmiri 
dance with Khorezm and Kushan (Gavhar Matyakubova and Risolat 
Sapaeva). The book also explores the Sufi poetry traditions in 
Kashmir and Uzbekistan (Shahodat Ishakhanova), modern cultural 
ties between Kashmir and Andijan (Aybekovna Umida Usmanova), 
and the ancient connection between the Chinar trees of Fergana and 
Kashmir (Nodira Zoyirova). 

Additionally, Kazakh Rahmatjon Abdusattorov›s article on the 
Itkani scholars of Kazakhstan and their historical ties to Kashmir 
highlights the region›s broader Central Asian connections. Dr. M.A. 
Afzal Farooq›s article on the cultural and historical  implications of 
Sufi traditions in Jammu & Kashmir and Uzbekistan provides a 
fitting conclusion to the book.

This anthology is
a significant contribution to the field of cultural studies, history, 
and international relations. By highlighting the shared heritage 
and similarities between Kashmir and Uzbekistan, the book aims 
to foster greater understanding, appreciation, and cooperation 
between the two regions. The editors› efforts to bring together 
scholars and artists from diverse backgrounds have resulted in a 
rich and nuanced exploration of the complex relationships between 
these two fascinating regions.    
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«Kashmir and Uzbekistan: Cultural, Historical & Other Similarities»
is a remarkable book that sheds light on the shared heritage and 
connections between two of the world›s most beautiful regions. This 
book is a must-read for scholars, researchers, and anyone interested 
in understanding the cultural, historical, and artistic ties that bind 
Kashmir and Uzbekistan. By exploring these connections, we can 
foster greater cooperation, understanding, and peace between 
nations.

The book›s strengths lie in its interdisciplinary approach, which 
combines historical, cultural, and artistic perspectives to provide a 
comprehensive understanding of the subject matter. The inclusion 
of scholars and artists from different countrie s adds to the book›s 
diversity and credibility.     

Unveiling the Shared Heritage, A Review of «Kashmir and 
Uzbekistan: Cultural, Historical & Other Similarities»



World Tolerance Day:
GPLT Celebrates Understanding and Respect

Each year on November 16, the world observes World Tolerance Day, a 
reminder of the importance of understanding, respect, and acceptance 
in our increasingly diverse global society. Established to promote 
harmony among different cultures, religions, and communities, the 
day encourages individuals to embrace diversity and recognise the 
value of differing perspectives.

Tolerance is essential for peaceful coexistence, allowing societies to 
interact harmoniously while reducing conflict and fostering mutual 
respect. Through accepting and celebrating cultural, religious, and 
social differences, communities can transform potential divisions 
into opportunities for collaboration and enrichment. Education and 
awareness play a crucial role in this effort. Campaigns and programs 
aimed at promoting tolerance help individuals understand both the 
moral and practical benefits of fostering inclusive societies.
Recognising the significance of this day, GPLT joined the global 
celebration of World Tolerance Day with a series of initiatives designed 
to engage and inspire its community.

Through interactive workshops, discussions, and awareness programs, 
GPLT emphasized the importance of dialogue, understanding, and 
cooperation across diverse groups. Employees and participants were 
encouraged to share experiences and reflect on ways to cultivate 
tolerance in both professional and personal spaces.
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The celebration also highlighted the organization’s commitment to 
promoting a culture of respect and inclusivity, reinforcing its role as 
a leader in fostering social responsibility.

In an increasingly interconnected world, tolerance is not merely a 
local concern but a global responsibility. With challenges such as 
discrimination, violence, and intolerance still prevalent, collective 
efforts to nurture understanding and peaceful coexistence have 
never been more critical. World Tolerance Day serves as both a 
reminder and a call to action urging individuals and organizations 
alike to champion inclusivity, celebrate diversity, and build stronger, 
more compassionate communities. GPLT’s observance of this day 
underscores the belief that progress and harmony are achieved 
when people come together with respect, empathy, and a shared 
commitment to a better world.
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GPLT Marks the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-
Based Violence with a Virtual Global Forum

By Rosaline Obah

In addition to debates and practical discussions, the program 
encouraged creativity and advocacy through poetry, with participants 
crafting poems that expressed the urgency of the issue and the 
collective commitment to change. These artistic contributions served 
as powerful tools to raise awareness, provoke thought, and inspire 
action, complementing the policy-focused and solution-driven 
discussions that characterized the forum.

15

This year, GPLT marked the 16 
Days of Activism Against Gender-
Based Violence with an engaging 
and fully virtual event that brought 
together participants from around 
the world to reflect, debate, and 
collaborate on strategies to end 
violence against women. Over 
the course of the -16day period, 
the initiative created a dynamic 
platform for dialogue, awareness, 
and solution-oriented action.

The virtual forum fostered spirited 
discussions on the pervasive 
issue of violence against women, 
emphasizing the need for 

strategies that are inclusive, intentional, and responsive to diverse 
contexts. Participants shared experiences and best practices from 
different countries, highlighting innovative approaches to prevention, 
intervention, and survivor support. These exchanges underscored 
the importance of cross-cultural learning and collaboration in 
creating meaningful impact on this global challenge.



GPLT Marks the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-
Based Violence with a Virtual Global Forum

Throughout the -16day period, GPLT’s virtual platform demonstrated 
how technology can bridge geographic and cultural divides, 
enabling activists, experts, and community members to connect, 
share insights, and collaborate on effective approaches to ending 
gender-based violence. Through combining dialogue, knowledge-
sharing, and creative expression, the event reinforced GPLT’s 
dedication to advocacy, education, and empowerment in the fight 
against violence toward women.

As the global community continues to confront the challenges of 
gender-based violence, initiatives like GPLT’s -16day virtual program 
highlight the power of inclusive, informed, and collaborative action. 
The event not only provided a space for learning and reflection 
but also inspired participants to carry forward the conversation, 
implement best practices, and amplify awareness within their own 
communities.
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A Champion of Democracy
María Corina Machado 

The Unstoppable María Corina Machado: A Champion of 
Democracy
In a world where authoritarianism is on the rise, María Corina Machado 
Parisca stands tall as a beacon of hope. The Venezuelan opposition 
leader has been awarded the 2025 Nobel Peace Prize for her tireless 
work promoting democratic rights and advocating for a peaceful 
transition from dictatorship to democracy in her country. But who is 
this remarkable woman, and what drives her unwavering commitment 
to the cause of freedom?

A Life of Purpose
Born in 1967, Machado›s journey into politics began with a passion 
for helping others. She studied engineering and finance, but it was 
her work with street children in Caracas that ignited a fire within her. 
She founded the Atenea Foundation, an organization dedicated to 
supporting vulnerable children, and later co-founded Súmate, a non-
profit organization that promoted free and fair elections in Venezuela. 
Her work in politics began when she was elected to the National 
Assembly in 2010, where she became a strong critic of the Maduro 
regime

 A Deserved Destination 
The Norwegian Nobel Committee recognized Machado›s efforts, 
awarding her the Nobel Peace Prize for 2025. 
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The committee chair, Jorgen Watne Frydnes, praised Machado›s 
decision to remain in Venezuela despite serious threats against her 
life, saying it «inspired millions». This prestigious award is a testament 
to Machado›s unwavering commitment to the cause of freedom and 
democracy.

International Recognition
Machado›s Nobel Peace Prize win has garnered international attention 
and support. The United Nations Secretary-General, Antonio Guterres, 
congratulated Machado, calling her a «Champion of Democracy». The 
National Endowment for Democracy (NED) also praised Machado›s 
courage and leadership, highlighting her commitment to advancing 
democratic rights in Venezuela.

A Beacon of Hope
Machado›s recognition is not only a testament to her own work but 
also a beacon of hope for the Venezuelan people and others fighting 
for democracy worldwide. Her courage and determination serve as an 
inspiration to those who refuse to stay silent in the face of repression. 
As Machado herself said, «Democracy depends on people who refuse 
to stay silent, who dare to step forward despite grave risk, and who 
remind us that freedom must never be taken for granted».

Lightning the Way Forward 
As Machado continues to advocate for democratic change in Venezuela, 
her message of hope and resilience inspires others to join the fight 
for freedom. Her journey is a testament to the power of courage and 
determination in the face of adversity. As the world watches, María 
Corina Machado remains a shining example of what it means to stand 
up for what is right, even in the darkest of times.

A Champion of Democracy
María Corina Machado 



Defying the Odds
Machado›s determination to bring about democratic change in 
Venezuela has been evident in her work. Despite facing severe threats 
and repression from the authoritarian regime , she has refused to back 
down. She co-founded Vente Venezuela, a liberal opposition party, 
and later established the «Soy Venezuela Alliance» , uniting various 
pro-democracy groups across the country. Her bravery has inspired 
millions, and her message of hope and freedom has resonated with 
people around the world.
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GPLT proudly honours the remarkable achievements of one of 
its Executive Leaders, Dr. Mansi Sharma, whose unwavering 
commitment to excellence, innovation, and leadership has left an 
indelible mark on the organisation and the wider community. Dr. 
Sharma’s professional journey exemplifies the transformative power 
of dedication, vision, and purpose-driven leadership.

Since joining GPLT several years ago, Dr. Sharma has brought with 
her an impressive academic and professional foundation, holding a 
Ph.D. in Legal and Mediation Programme and contributing extensively 
to prestigious journals. Her expertise and insights have not only 
guided strategic initiatives within GPLT but also established her as a 
respected authority in her field.

Under Dr. Sharma’s leadership, GPLT has launched numerous 
groundbreaking projects that have advanced the organisation’s 
mission while creating meaningful impact for the community. Among 
her most notable achievements is the development of innovative 
healthcare solutions that address pressing global challenges. 
By guiding the creation of cutting-edge technologies designed to 
enhance patient care and improve health outcomes, Dr. Sharma 
has demonstrated a visionary approach that combines practical 
solutions with forward-thinking innovation.

Celebrating Excellence: Dr. Mansi Sharma’s Leadership 
and Impact at GPLT

By Martin Kobia 
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Equally impressive is her dedication to empowering teams and 
nurturing talent. Dr. Sharma fosters a culture of collaboration, 
creativity, and trust, encouraging her colleagues to think beyond 
conventional boundaries. Through structured mentorship programs, 
she has inspired countless young professionals to pursue their 
ambitions and strive for excellence, emphasising the importance of 
a supportive and inclusive environment where collective success is 
nurtured and celebrated.

Dr. Sharma’s influence extends beyond the walls of GPLT. She is an 
active participant in industry conferences, academic forums, and 
professional networks, where she shares her knowledge and engages 
with a broader audience. Her commitment to advancing expertise and 
fostering collaboration within the professional community has earned 
her widespread recognition and respect among peers and colleagues 
alike.

As GPLT celebrates Dr. Mansi Sharma’s remarkable contributions, her 
journey stands as a living reflection of the organisation’s core values: 
excellence, innovation, and leadership. Her achievements inspire 
those around her and reaffirm the profound impact that visionary 
leadership can have on both an organisation and the community it 
serves.

GPLT congratulates Dr. Sharma on her accomplishments and looks 
forward to the continued influence she will undoubtedly bring to the 
field and beyond.

Celebrating Excellence: Dr. Mansi Sharma’s Leadership 
and Impact at GPLT
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The JoyfulTalisman, authored by Vedabhyas Kundu and Munazah 
Shah, is a transformative book that delves into personal and 
spiritual growth through ethical and moral values and positivity. This 
remarkable work guides readers on a journey toward self-discovery 
and well-being, blending philosophical insights with practical 
strategies. With each chapter, the book transitions smoothly from 
insightful theories to actionable wisdom, creating a powerful impact 
on readers’ perspectives on life. Vedabhyas and Munazah emphasise 
the transformative power of joy as a central force for achieving 
balance, resilience, and inner peace.

In The JoyfulTalisman, which is inspired by Mahatma Gandhi›s 
Talisman, readers encounter engaging narratives and carefully 
designed exercises that encourage deep reflection and personal 
growth. These thought-provoking exercises act as stepping stones, 
leading to a clearer understanding of how joy can be harnessed to 
overcome challenges and build a resilient mindset. The uniqueness of 
the book is its conversational style of highlighting  the importance of 
a positive mindset and human values, a fundamental component for 
anyone seeking purpose and fulfillment. With a clear and accessible 
style, the book moves beyond mere advice, actively empowering 
readers to cultivate positivity in their daily lives.

Furthermore, The JoyfulTalisman offers tools and insights that are 
not only inspiring but also practical for real-world application. 

THE JOYFUL TALISMAN - VEDABHYAS KUNDU E 
MUNAZAH SHAH

By Dina Eltawila 



Readers can use these strategies to foster resilience, develop purpose, 
and approach life with a renewed sense of fulfillment.   This book 
is essential for those who want to live more joyfully, discover inner 
strength, and pursue a purposeful life. Ultimately, The JoyfulTalisman 
serves as a beacon for anyone seeking to understand and implement 
the power of positivity and joy.

This book is essential for those who want to live more joyfully, 
discover inner strength, and pursue a purposeful life. Ultimately, The 
JoyfulTalisman serves as a beacon for anyone seeking to understand 
and implement the power of positivity and joy.

The authors encapsulate different human values into a framework of 
five pillars. They argue that to nurture human values and be happy, 
we have to start by turning inwards, which is critical for our inner 
growth and inner transformation.

Dr. Vedabhyas Kundu is a senior Gandhian and peace scholar and 
practitioner. His areas of expertise are nonviolent communication, 
nonviolent conflict resolution, media and information literacy, and  
human values. He is the Program Officer in Gandhi Smriti and Darshan 
Samiti.
 
Munazah Shah is a broadcast journalist and a researcher on Gandhian 
philosophy. She conducts workshops in nonviolent communication, 
and conflict Deescalation. Vedabhyas and Munazah have been 
promoting the dialogical genre of writing in all their books.

THE JOYFUL TALISMAN - VEDABHYAS KUNDU 
E MUNAZAH SHAH
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In an era where technology and ambition often outpace empathy, Global 
Peace Let’s Talk (GPLT) UK has launched a timely new initiative,  a 
Certificate Course on Human Values and Professional Ethics, designed 
to reignite the essence of being human and the importance of ethical 
living in today’s fast-changing world.

The course, which officially began on Saturday, October 2025 ,11, was 
held virtually via Zoom and YouTube Live, attracting participants and 
educators from across continents. Coordinated by Dr. Shamenaz Bano, 
the programme aims to cultivate a deep sense of self-reflection, 
empathy, and responsibility among learners while exploring the moral 
dimensions of professional life.

Opening the launch, Dr. Bano set the 
tone with an insightful introduction 
on why understanding human values 
is more vital today than ever before. 
She emphasised that while technical 
skills and academic excellence are 
important, “education must also 
awaken our ethical consciousness 
and guide us to live harmoniously with 
ourselves and others.

The session’s keynote presentation, delivered by Guest Speaker Dr. 
Vanchana Singh, titled “The Essence of Being Human: Harmony Within 
and Around,” invited participants on an inward journey of dialogue and 
discovery. 

Awakening the Human Spirit: GPLT Launches Global 
Certificate Course on Human Values and Professional 

Ethics By Rosaline Obah
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Her talk offered not just philosophical depth but practical clarity on 
what it means to live a balanced, value-centered life.

Dr. Singh began by posing reflective questions: Do we truly understand 
what makes us happy? Are we living in harmony with ourselves 
and others? She explained that the core purpose of education is to 
help individuals align their “natural acceptance,”what feels right and 
fulfilling, with their thoughts and actions. “Whatever is said here,” 
she remarked, “is a proposal, not a truth to be accepted blindly. Each 
person must verify it through their own experience.”

Her presentation revolved around a profound concept: the gap 
between what we desire and what we are. Humans, she explained, 
universally aspire for continuous happiness and prosperity, yet many 
remain dissatisfied because their efforts are focused primarily on 
accumulating physical comforts rather than nurturing relationships 
and right understanding.

“Physical facilities are necessary,” Dr. Singh said, “but they are not 
adequate for human fulfillment. True prosperity lies in having more 
than enough physical comfort and harmony in relationships.” She 
urged participants to reflect honestly on where their time and energy 
go towards material gain or the nourishment of trust, love, and 
understanding in their families and communities.

Drawing a contrast between human and animal consciousness, she 
noted that while animals are fulfilled by physical comfort alone, 
human beings need something more  meaning and mutual respect. 
Without this understanding, she warned, even abundance can lead to 
dissatisfaction, conflict, and loneliness.

Dr. Singh also highlighted how recurring conflicts within families, 
friendships, or workplaces — reveal a deeper absence of right 
understanding. “We all desire harmony,”

Awakening the Human Spirit: GPLT Launches Global 
Certificate Course on Human Values and Professional Ethics
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 she said, “yet our relationships often fall into arguments and 
resentment because we seek to change others rather than transform 
ourselves.”

Her message was clear: Holistic development the balance of 
right understanding, fulfilling relationships, and appropriate use 
of resources is the true measure of human progress. Education, 
therefore, should not merely train professionals but nurture humane 
professionals who embody ethical wisdom and compassion in action.

The presentation concluded with a call for transformation,  a collective 
movement towards human consciousness, where individuals and 
societies act not out of competition but collaboration. “Most problems 
we face today,” Dr. Singh reflected, “are symptoms of living without 
human consciousness. The solution lies in education that cultivates 
awareness, relationship, and responsibility.”

Moderated gracefully by Dr. Neerja Sachdev, the session left 
participants inspired and introspective, sparking meaningful dialogue 
on how to live and lead ethically in a rapidly evolving world.

As the Founder and CEO of GPLT, Dr Nikki De Pina expressed in 
closing remarks, “This course is not just about learning values,  it’s 
about living them.”

With this launch, GPLT continues its global mission to nurture peace, 
ethical leadership, and human dignity,  reminding the world that 
harmony begins within and radiates all around. The course is expected 
to round off in November with Trainees’ presentation, validation and 
award of certificates. 

Awakening the Human Spirit: GPLT Launches Global 
Certificate Course on Human Values and Professional Ethics
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The Joyful Talisman Coursebook: 
A Children’s Book Ignites a Global Conversation on Peace

When the screens lit up for this year’s Nelson Mandela International 
Day gathering hosted by Global Peace Let’s Talk UK, it quickly became 
clear that this was no ordinary tribute. It was not a nostalgic look 
back at history, but a forward-looking moment, one that asked a bold 
question: How do we teach peace before conflict becomes a habit?

The answer, it turned out, came wrapped in a children’s book. 
Against the backdrop of Mandela’s enduring legacy of forgiveness, 
reconciliation, and justice, peacebuilders, educators, and youth 
leaders from around the world gathered online to do more than 
honour his memory. Led by Dr Nikki De Pina and expertly moderated 
by Dr Vedabhyas Kundu, the virtual event transformed Mandela Day 
into a living classroom,  one where dialogue, empathy, and action 
took centre stage.

The emotional heartbeat of the gathering was the launch of The Joyful 
Talisman Coursebook, a fresh and imaginative educational resource 
designed to introduce children to Non-Violent Communication 
(NVC) and essential human values. Authored by Dr Vedabyas 
Kundu, a respected peace educator, the book is already reaching 
beyond borders, with translations underway to ensure its message 
resonates across cultures. The newly announced Spanish edition, 
led by acclaimed translator and peace educator Prof Marta Lescano, 
marked a significant step towards that global vision.

By Rosaline Obah
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“Violence often begins long before the first blow,” Dr Kundu reflected 
during the event. “It begins when we stop listening, when we stop 
understanding each other. This book invites children to discover 
another way, one rooted in empathy, awareness, and peaceful 
expression.”

Far from a conventional textbook, The Joyful Talisman Coursebook 
is an interactive guide filled with activities, reflections, and practical 
exercises that help children learn how to express emotions, listen 
deeply, and resolve conflicts without harm. By placing these tools in 
young hands, the book aims to create ripple effects,  transforming 
classrooms, families, and entire communities.

For Lescano, bringing the book to Spanish-speaking audiences 
carries profound significance. “Mandela spoke to the world, not to 
one nation,” she said. “Making this coursebook accessible in Spanish 
means thousands of children across Latin America can begin learning 
the language of peace early in life.”

Throughout the event, speakers returned to a sobering reality: 
children today are growing up amid rising polarisation, digital 
hostility, and visible conflict. Several educators and youth advocates 
emphasised that how adults model conflict resolution will determine 
the values children carry forward.

Keynote speaker Mmatsatsi Ramawela captured the moment 
powerfully:
“Our children are watching us. If we choose anger, they will inherit 
anger. If we choose listening and compassion, they will inherit peace. 
That is why this book matters.”

The gathering also honoured Mandela’s belief in Ubuntu, “I am 
because we are.” Through poetry, music, and moments of silence, 
participants were reminded that peace is not an abstract ideal,

The Joyful Talisman Coursebook: 
A Children’s Book Ignites a Global Conversation on Peace
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but a daily practice shaped by human connection. One especially moving 
pause invited attendees to reflect on Mandela’s lifelong conviction that 
no child is born hating another, a truth echoed in his famous words: 
“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change 
the world.”

Under Dr De Pina’s leadership, Global Peace Let’s Talk UK continues 
to turn such words into action, creating platforms where difficult 
conversations become doorways to understanding. This year’s 
Mandela Day was a clear reflection of that mission, less ceremony, 
more commitment.

As plans unfold to expand The Joyful Talisman Coursebook into 
more languages and regions, one message rang unmistakably clear: 
Mandela’s dream is still alive. It lives in classrooms where children 
learn to listen before they react. It lives in families where dialogue 
replaces division. And it lives in every educator who believes peace 
can and must be taught.

This was not just a commemoration. It was a spark. And it left one 
quiet challenge hanging in the air: What kind of world are we teaching 
our children to create?

The Joyful Talisman Coursebook: 
A Children’s Book Ignites a Global Conversation on Peace
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The dialogue on Peace between Christianity and Islam

In today’s world, which is filled with wars 
in both the East and the West—so much 
so that many are beginning to question 
whether we are on the brink of a Third 
World War—it has become necessary 
to speak about the concept of peace. 

To address this, we chose two of the world’s 
major Abrahamic religions, Christianity and 
Islam, and created a platform for dialogue 
between them. These religions are followed 
by millions of people across the globe. This 
was the focus of the GPLT event titled “A 
Dialogue between Christianity and Islam.“

The Speakers 
For the Christianity was
 (Rev Ruel Bahatti founder and president ABCFORALL CANDA, yes 
peace promotes Pakistan and the speakers for Islam were

Dr Ramat Alliu Mohammed/ Nigeria 
Manager International Youth Program

& Dina Eltawila/Egypt 
Blogger – content creator and Ambassador at Global peace let’s talk 

The event began with Dr./Rev. Ruel Bahatti, who spoke about the Christian 
perspective on tolerance. He explained that the Christian faith is founded 
on love—both within and between religions—and that tolerance is an 
integral part of Christian teachings, particularly in accepting others 
and treating them with kindness. He also presented several Christian 
verses that highlight the relationship between goodness and tolerance, 
and illustrated how Christians can live in harmony and love with non-

By Dina Eltawila 
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The Speakers
The speaker representing Christianity was Rev. Ruel Bahatti, Founder 
and President of ABCFORALL Canada, and a peace promoter in Pakistan. 

The speakers representing Islam were Dr. Ramat Alliu Mohammed of 
the Mangar International Youth Program, and Dina Eltawila, a blogger, 
content creator, and Ambassador at Global Peace Let’s Talk (GPLT). 

The Islamic Perspective on Peace (Presented by Dina Eltawila) 

Dina Eltawila’s presentation focused on three main ideas, beginning with 
the meaning of the word peace in the Arabic language. 

The Meaning of Peace in Islam
She explained that one of the beautiful names of Allah is Al-Salam, 
which means The Peace. This name and its implications require Muslims 
to embody and spread peace to everyone around them. 

Evidence That Muslims Value Peace
Dina highlighted several practices that demonstrate how peace is 
central to both Muslims and non-Muslims in Islamic teachings: 

A. One of Allah’s beautiful names is Al-Salam (The Peace), which 
obligates Muslims to promote peace in their daily lives. 
B. The greeting among Muslims when they meet is “peace” (As-Salāmu 
ʿAlaikum). 
C. The closing greeting at the end of prayer is a message of peace upon 
the angels on the right and left. 
D. Muslims are encouraged to say “peace be upon you” when entering 
their homes or the homes of friends and relatives. 
E. The word “peace” is mentioned ten times in the Holy Qur’an and 1,132 
times in the Prophet’s Hadith, while the word “jihad” is mentioned only 
four times. 

These examples represent only a small sample of the emphasis 
Islam places on peace and its practical application in the daily lives of 
Muslims. Dina concluded her speech by sharing examples from the Holy 
Qur’an, the Noble Sunnah, and the practices of the great Companions.
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As Dr Ramat Allui Mohammed talked about  these Ideas: 

We looked at  peace between the Muslims and Christians and how this 
peace can be sustained.

The cooperation between the Muslims and Christians, emphasising that 
Muslim-Christian cooperation is not only theologically sound but also 
historically proven and urgently needed today. 

Both Islam and Christianity advocate for compassion, justice, and 
peace, offering a shared moral ground to address modern challenges 
like extremism, inequality, and environmental degradation.

To sustain such collaboration, both communities must focus on shared 
values rather than doctrinal differences, fostering dialogue, joint service 
projects, and mutual respect. This path not only honours the teachings 
of the Qur’an and the Bible but also paves the way for a more peaceful 
and united world.

If you want to listen to the Dialogue, please for : 

https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=122138584
922681185&set=a.122109485432681185
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The Donation of Dr. Franca Colozzo for GPLT from the 
Sales of her Latest Two Novels.  - By Dina Eltawila

Dr. Arch. Franca Colozzo 

Dr Franca Collaborate with GPLT?
She is executive Director for Culture and 
Sustainability on behalf of GPLT, intends 
to donate the proceeds from the sales 
of her latest two novels on Amazon, 
including in KINDLE format, to this NGO. 

Her latest works which follow several 
further publications both in print and 
online, represent the fruit of years of 
experience and work to craft a semi-
autobiographical story. In truth, it is a 
fiction inspired by the Arab Spring, shaped by the contradictions of 
the Turkish world, its interference in North Africa (Libya and Syria, in 
particular), and a jumble of complex situations narrated against the 
magical backdrop of Istanbul, home to the most beautiful mosques 
in the world, a megalopolis balanced between two continents. 
Europe and Asia are summed up in a magnificent duo, intertwined 
in an embrace by the bridges over the Bosphorus and lulled by the 
Meltemi, the Greek breeze that gave its name to the protagonist 
of the most imaginative novel, woven of magic and culture. 

What is the Novel Talk About?  
The novel tells the story of an Italian artist who, wearing a wedding 
dress, plans to stage a humanitarian and pacifist performance. She and 
her Turkish friend Deniz travel through Muslim countries notoriously 
reluctant to see a woman personally engaged in a pacifist performance.  
The humanitarian scope of the artistic message of Meltem, nicknamed 
Kara, and her Turkish friend Deniz, a researcher in Ancient History 
at Beyazit University, aims to transcend Turkey›s borders, crossing 
Syria and Israel, and ultimately arriving in Jerusalem, despite veiled 
and repeated intimidation from some extremist circles in Turkey and 
beyond. One might glimpse a hint at the beginning of the narrative 
of the sad story of Italian artist Pippa Bacca in Turkey. In reality, 
that tragic event is only the starting point for the author›s partly 



The Donation of Dr. Franca Colozzo for GPLT from the 
Sales of her Latest Two Novels.  - By Dina Eltawila

autobiographical experience, which unfolds in two characters: 
Meltem, a dreamy artist, and Vera, a teacher seconded abroad with 
her two daughters. The narrative takes place primarily in Istanbul, 
where the writer lived for over seven years for work. The enchanting 
city, suspended between two continents, is the ideal stage to highlight 
the contradictions between two opposing worlds: East and West.

The Main Character
Meltem, wearing a wedding dress, arrives in Istanbul where she 
begins her performance and meets her friend Deniz, with whom she 
had previously planned her artistic mission. The project, carefully 
planned by the two women but misunderstood by some Turkish political 
circles, will however encounter a series of unexpected events...This 
will lead to episodes with disturbing implications: suspicions about 
them by the Turkish police, palace intrigues, and politically motivated 
murders in which they risk being implicated. In the background of 
the narrative stands a mysterious minister-engineer who takes 
them under his wing. He is the architect of a secret conspiracy... 

Against this complex backdrop, several female figures emerge: 
Meltem, a dreamy and romantic artist; Deniz, intolerant of Turkish 
machismo; Fatos, a victim of her husband-master; Vera, a teacher 
seconded abroad with her two daughters, who, amidst a thousand 
difficulties and mistrust, understands the importance of immersing 
herself in the local culture and learning the rudiments of the Turkish 
language. Other women appear on the scene, each with their own 
unique personalities and the tenacity of wanting to be part of a 
multiethnic and multicultural society, to which Meltem intends to 
adapt before embarking on the actual journey, forcing herself to 
learn the abstruse Turkish language to face any future adversity.

Then, Dr Franca think as you a possibly reader to continue the 
engaging and adventurous story, partly autobiographical and at 
once fiction, noir, and spy story. Happy reading...



GPLT Awards 2025 Unite World Leaders, Peace 
Champions in a Landmark Virtual Ceremony

 The Global Peace Let’s Talk (GPLT) Awards brought together peace 
advocates, scholars, youth leaders, diplomats, creatives, and 
community builders from across the world in a landmark virtual 
ceremony held on Saturday, 13 December.

The international event, hosted from London, celebrated individuals 
and organisations whose work has significantly contributed to 
peacebuilding, dialogue, volunteerism, and social cohesion across 
continents. Participants joined from Europe, Africa, Asia, the Americas, 
and the Middle East, underscoring the truly global nature of the GPLT 
movement.

Opening the ceremony, Rosaline Obah 
(UK), GPLT Public Relations Executive 
and host of the event, welcomed 
attendees and described the award 
recipients as “Peace Champions 
whose work demonstrates that peace 
is not merely an ideal, but a lived 
responsibility.” She emphasised the 
importance of collaboration, dialogue, 
and intentional action in addressing 
global challenges.
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 The Executive Awards were presented by Dr. HC Nikki de Pina, 
Founder and CEO of Global Peace Let’s Talk, who also highlighted the 
organisation’s mission to create platforms that amplify peace-driven 
leadership and grassroots initiatives worldwide. Dr. de Pina reaffirmed 
GPLT’s commitment to recognising individuals whose actions inspire 
unity, justice, and sustainable peace.

Award recipients hailed from countries including
 the United Kingdom, Argentina, India, Nigeria, Canada, Rwanda, Italy, 
Mexico, Venezuela, Pakistan, Egypt, Kenya, Uganda, Sierra Leone, 
Germany, China, Turkey, Haiti, Jamaica, Nepal, Sudan, Cameroon, 
Belgium, and the Democratic Republic of Congo. Honourees were 
recognised across multiple categories, including executive leadership, 
community peacebuilding, youth engagement, communication for peace, 
international ambassadorship, and poetry for peace.

A special segment featured Dr. Vedabyas Kundu (India), who delivered 
a presentation on “Volunteerism in 2026,” examining the evolving role of 
civic engagement in shaping peaceful societies. The session highlighted 
the importance of youth participation, innovation, and cross-border 
collaboration. He went ahead to award outstanding peace champions in 
this category across the globe. 

Distinguished guest speakers Henry Yampolsky (USA) and Kenneth Cloke 
(USA) shared thought-provoking insights on conflict transformation, 
dialogue, and the power of inclusive peace processes. Their messages 
reinforced the importance of intentional leadership and global solidarity 
in addressing contemporary conflicts.

The ceremony also recognised Community Peace Leaders and members 
receiving special commendation for Community Projects 2026, spotlighting 
grassroots initiatives aimed at long-term peace and development. Youth 
Peace Champions were honoured for their leadership and commitment 
to positive change in their communities.

GPLT Awards 2025 Unite World Leaders, Peace 
Champions in a Landmark Virtual Ceremony
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In addition, the International Ambassadors and Poetry for Peace 
Awards, presented by Dr. Franca Colozzo (Italy) and international 
ambassadors, celebrated the role of culture, diplomacy, and creative 
expression in fostering peace across borders.

In her closing remarks, Dr. de Pina
 expressed gratitude to all participants, awardees, and organising 
teams, noting that the GPLT Awards serve not only as recognition 
but as a call to continued action. “Peace must be spoken, lived, and 
defended every day,” she said.

The Global Peace Let’s Talk Awards reaffirmed the power of dialogue 
and collective action, demonstrating how individuals from diverse 
backgrounds can unite around a shared vision of peace, dignity, and 
global cooperation.

In a momentous online gathering held on 4 October 2025, Global 
Peace Let’s Talk (GPLT) UK shone the spotlight on a new generation 
of changemakers during its celebration of the International Day of 
Peace and the International Day of Non-Violence. The event, attended 
by nearly one hundred participants worldwide, highlighted not 
only reflection but recognition, culminating in the graduation of 31 
peace educators trained in Nonviolent Communication and Servant 
Leadership.

Dr Kundu, delivering a shared statement with Perera, described the 
graduates as “ripples of peace in motion.” Their training, he noted, was 
not an end but a call to serve others, inspire inclusion, and provide 
leadership rooted in humanity. The atmosphere of the ceremony was 
one of pride and renewal, as the graduates were commended not 
only for their academic achievement but also for their readiness to 
embody servant leadership in practice.

GPLT Awards 2025 Unite World Leaders, Peace 
Champions in a Landmark Virtual Ceremony
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GPLT Awards 2025 Unite World Leaders, Peace 
Champions in a Landmark Virtual Ceremony

The graduates, representing diverse countries and backgrounds, 
were celebrated as the living legacy of GPLT’s Training of Trainers 
programme. Co-directed by Janith Perera and Dr Vedabhyas Kundu, 
the programme nurtured skills that blend compassion with action, 
preparing graduates to promote cultures of empathy, dialogue, and 
dignity in their own communities.
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Graduates of Peace: Changemakers Honored in 
Global Virtual Ceremony for Nonviolence and Servant 

Leadership
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In a momentous online gathering held on 4 October 2025, Global 
Peace Let’s Talk (GPLT) UK shone the spotlight on a new generation 
of changemakers during its celebration of the International Day of 
Peace and the International Day of Non-Violence. The event, attended 
by nearly one hundred participants worldwide, highlighted not 
only reflection but recognition, culminating in the graduation of 31 
peace educators trained in Nonviolent Communication and Servant 
Leadership.

The graduates, representing diverse countries and backgrounds, 
were celebrated as the living legacy of GPLT’s Training of Trainers 
programme. Co-directed by Janith Perera and Dr Vedabhyas Kundu, 
the programme nurtured skills that blend compassion with action, 
preparing graduates to promote cultures of empathy, dialogue, and 
dignity in their own communities.

Dr Kundu, delivering a shared statement with Perera, described the 
graduates as “ripples of peace in motion.” Their training, he noted, was 
not an end but a call to serve others, inspire inclusion, and provide 
leadership rooted in humanity. The atmosphere of the ceremony was 
one of pride and renewal, as the graduates were commended not 
only for their academic achievement but also for their readiness to 
embody servant leadership in practice.

By Rosaline Obah



Graduates of Peace: Changemakers Honored in 
Global Virtual Ceremony for Nonviolence and Servant 

Leadership

38

This recognition came as part of a larger virtual celebration that also 
featured inspiring addresses.

 Janith Perera opened the event with a heartfelt call to embody peace 
through daily practice, while GPLT Founder Dr HC Nikki De Pina offered 
a candid reflection on global conflicts in her keynote Conflicts Today 
and GPLT’s Stance: Navigating a Turbulent World. She challenged 
participants to embrace dialogue and courage as tools for navigating 
turbulence.

Adding scholarly depth, Prof. Lester R. Kurtz (George Mason University, 
USA) spoke of nonviolence as “humanity’s unfinished project,” while 
Prof. Vidya Jain (University of Rajasthan, India) highlighted the 
transformative power of servant leadership in healing divisions.

The event also showcased research findings from GPLT’s Servant 
Leadership in Action participatory project. Young researchers Aaliyah 
Sharplin, Kerenhappuch Theruvapalli, and Freya Jhugroo shared 
their perspectives, reminding all present of the importance of youth 
in peacebuilding processes.

With gratitude expressed by Programme Coordinator Dedan Omondi, 
the event closed with renewed energy and a collective vision for the 
future. The voices of graduates, scholars, and practitioners echoed 
one truth: peace grows stronger when nurtured by leaders who serve.

The graduation ceremony was more than recognition, it was a 
celebration of possibility, a milestone in the global movement for 
peace. For the 31 changemakers honoured, it marked the beginning of a 
lifelong journey to transform communities with empathy, nonviolence, 
and servant leadership.
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